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to debouch and deploy in the presence of those superior
forces, save by taking special dispositions which would
allow them to master the difficult situation in which
they would find themselves. Those dispositions ought
to have consisted :

1.  In reducing the distance between the advance
guard and the main body, so that the latter should be
able to support the advance guard as soon as possible.

2.  In increasing the artillery of the advance guard.

3.  In marching in a formation as dense as possible,
so as to shorten the duration of the crisis.

4.  In undertaking the march so as to appear at Nachod
early on the 27th.   Instead of starting at 5 a.m., they
ought to have started at 3.

Objection may be raised to so cautious an arrangement.
It may be said that, as a matter of fact, this foolhardy
leap forward of the evening of the 26th made the
Prussian corps master of the bridge and of the crossing
of the Mettau. The advantage was not such as to out-
weigh the risks of the undertaking; for, given the weak
occupation of the bridge, the small importance of the
river (both of which were known), it would have sufficed
to send on the pioneer battalion, during the night, to
carry the enemy posts, to start repairing the bridge and
organising new crossings near it, so that the main body
should carry out its march witheut being detained.

But that rash act was also full of inconvenience. The
entrance of the Second Army into Bohemia was to be
effected on several points simultaneously and by surprise.
Every army corps ought to have complied with this
capital feature of the operation. The Fifth Corps was
betraying the secret when, on the evening of the 26th,
it sent its advance guard on to Nachod.

The Austrian command heard by telegraph, in the
evening of the 26th, the news that a Prussian advance
guard had crossed the frontier; it thus had the time
needed for taking such counter-dispositions as would
impede the intended operation.

As a matter of fact, the Austrian commander-in-chief
received at 8.50 at Josephstadt, a report to the effect
that the post of Nachod had been attacked by very
superior forces and had in consequence withdrawn on
Skalitz. It could not be expected that he would not
take any special decision on hearing such news. At the